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The Athenian Mercury 
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long time avery fevere Ague, which bronght 

ber very low and weak, (to the bet of my 
Knowledge, fh: bad it about 10 Weeks) when, one day fland- 
ing by the Door with her Mother,a Woman dre{sd pretty Gen- 
teel came up to ber. and told ber (he would cure the Cbild.pro- 
vided (he would follow ber direétions, which was promiftd : 
Toe uext day fhe fends a piece of Paper fealed up, with this 
Order, that they (bould bang it about the Child's Neck, with- 
out opening or looking into it} which was dont, and accord- 
ingly the Ague left the Child that very day, and it conti- 
nued well for above three weebt , when a Friend coming out 
of the Country, would nteds be fo inguifitive as to fee what 
was in the Paper, and to thtir amazement they found thefe 
werds, Devil make her well, and cake her intro Hell ; and 
that very day the Child's Ague returned again, and continutd 
@ great while after. I defsve your Opinion, whether a Na- 
tural Account may be given of che Stopping ana returning 
of the Diflemper 5 and what to think of the Woman, as allo 
whether the Devil bath power of curing Diftempers, and whe- 
ther the Devil had more power than ordinary over that child 
whilft thofe Words were about its Neck? 

Anfw. Paracelfus treating of Natural Magick, makes an 
Excurfion into Chara&ers, Charms, Spells, Incantations, 
the Power Of Words, ec. at the laft adding that the Par- 
ty concern’d muft always have a {trong Faith that the end 
will be attained: Every thinking Man makes fome fuch 
Conclufion, that Words, Charms, @&c. are irrational, 
therefore not of God, and that whoever runs from their 
dependance from him to have Remedy elfewhere, do fi- 
lently confefs their Service to, and dependance on the De- 
vil, who is the Author of every thing that is wartafonable, 
and when we have put our felves under the Devil's Pro- 
teftion, no wonder if for the Credic and Intereft of his 
Kingdom he anfwers our Expedtarions ac prefent, which 
yet will be found moft of it to be but a Cheat, anda Delu- 
fron of our Senfes If icbe objected, citat the Child 
in this Inftance, who alfo was the Subjeét, had no hand 
init, bur ics Mother Weanfwer, Children are the 
Goods of theiy Parents, and are commonly happy or mi- 
ferable, as the Parent manages em. We could give ye here 
feveral Inftances of Parents that have wifhe che Devil would 
take their Childyen, or that they would break their Necks, 
or be drowned, @&c. which have immediately come to 
pals ——We doubt not ae all but the Devil is Naturalift 
good enough to know the Cauf: and Cure of the Ague, and 
other Diftempers , and when the People will make ufe of 
fuch a Doétor, either through Ignorance or Knowingly, 
*tis no Miracle ac all that we have Inaftances of the Effe& 
of his Skill. 

Queft. 2. whether the common Notion oth World be true, 
that thefe latter Ages for fome Centuries paft, bave a lefs 
fhave of Learning, Judgment and Inventio:, than thofe which 
have preceded, becaufe we find them deficient in finding out 
fuch advantageous Arts-as their Fore-fathers have done : — 
Tf true, whether it proceeds from their Carelefat{s in inform- 
ing their Minds, or thit God did ina move efpecial manner 
Capacitate thofe of former Ages for the Difcovery of fuch 
things as were vequifite for the Nece(jity, Infiruition, and 
Pleafure of all vankivd: —— if falft, how comes it tobe 
the Opinion not oxly of Indifferent, but very Ingenious Men 
that it is jo? 

Anfw. Iris difpurable, whether the Invention of ufe- 
ful Arts is infinire or not; bur upon a Suppofirion of 
Truth in both Cafes, I (&e no reaion co conclude this Age 
comes fhort of the preceding Ones, as to priority in Arts 
and Sciences ; we'll confider the firft part of the Dilemma, 
and fuppofe the Invention of ufeful Arcs infinite: if fo, 
we muft conclude (as we find by daily experience) chat 


Qaueft. 1. AN “ie about 32 or 13 Years Old, bad fora 
L 


, at length arifing to be too numerous, fome would be loft 


and fupplanted by others, which would nor be, if the firft 
were more ufeful.__ 4 gain,if che Iovention of ufeful Arts 
be finite, they canbe but once invented : So that thofe 


' 


which have already done it, cannot pretend a Prehemi- 
nence to thofe that follow who alfo would have found the 
fame out if they had lived before, as fs feen by the great 
Improvements daily made of what is invented: Further, 
cis a vulpar Error, thatany valuable Art is of one Man's 
inventing ; as for inftance in Sailing, how many Ages 
paffed before the Invention of Sails, or a commodious 
Building of Ships, or before the Compafs was invented, 
and how long before the Invention of the Compafs was 
the Nature of the Load-ftone difcovered. If we take a 
view of the liberal Sciences, can we believe that Ariftotie’s 
Philofophy was all his own, or rather a Compendium of 
what other Philofophers had writ before, and by him me- 
thodically compil’d, with fome additions? As to Curious 
Mechanicks, as fome are improved, and as the Subje& is 
large, fo fome are new invented. Atlianand Pliny men- 
tion one Myrmecides, that wrought out of Ivory a Chariot 
with four Wheels, and as many Morfes, in fo licrle room, 
thar a little Fly might cover them all with her Wings :—. 
As alfo a Ship with all the Tackling to it, no bigger than 
that a fmall Bee might cover ic with her Wings. Thd 
thefe were great Curiofities, and probably of one Man’s 
Invention, we need nor feek beyond the Limits of our 
Ifland for its parallel. Imthe 20th. Year of Q. Elizabeth, 
one Mark Scaliot made a Lock, confifting of cleven pieces 
of Iron, Steel, and Brafs, all which, together with a 
Pipe Key to it, welghed but one-Grain of Gold; he 
made alfo a Chain confifting of forty three Links, where- 
unto having faftened che Lock and Key before mention- 
ed, he put the Chain about a Fleas Neck, which drew them 
all with eafe. See the Inventions aud Experiments of the 
Royal Society, which will abundantly convince the Que- 
rift, chat our Age has as active and bufie Spirits for In- 

vention as as any former Age in the World. 

ft. g. In what Pofture and Order did our Saviony eat 

the Paffoever and bis lafb Supper with bis Difciples ? 

Anfw. Twas Accubation, or a lying down upon the 
lefe fide with the ‘Head boro up by the Elbow, they lay 
upon three Beds, placed at a convenient height, round a- 
bout a Table, four upon a Bed; the Head of the fecond 
leaning upon or againft the Bofom of the fir/!, and the 
third againft the fecond. The Order was thus, the Third 
Bed was for the Mafter and whom he pleafed, the Firft 
and Middle were for the Gurfts; but heré they were all 
Guéfis, and ovr Saviour cat only with his Difciples ; 
fo that fuppofing them to be in Preheminence as they are 
named, Matth. &c. they were placed as in the Figure 
annexed ; 
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The Table. 


Tho. ‘Matth. Fam. Peter. 
Second Bed. 


Andr. James. Philip. Bartbo. 
Firft Bed. 
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for though the firft. place in the Firftand Third Bed was 
moft honourable, ic was not [0 in the Seconds but the 
laft place im the Second Bed, which was neareft to the 
Mafter of the Houfe, or ia this Figure to our Saviour, 
where Peter lay ——This was not only che Cuftom of 
the Fews, but of the Parthians, Perficns, Greeks and Ro- 
mans. Accordiogtothe Defcription of Saluftius, Serto- 
rius who lay ia the place of Peter (as in the Figure 
was flain at Dinner by Perpenna, the Mafter of the 

(who lay where our Saviour did.) For the above Tri. 
clineal Defcription read Ben-maimon, that great Rabbi, 
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as al(o Sopboctr., Euripides, Athenuceus Mercarialu, Lip- 
fius, &c. Fuvenal and Ariftotie, fay fomething of ir. The 
Learned conclude the firft Original of Leaning and Accu- 
bation at Meals was taken from the oe a who af- 
ter thei¢ Bathing retired ro Bed, where took fome- 
ef hem. | 
WA, whet the rlafon that our Breath coming from 


ueft. 4. 

Oncaea, doth blow Cold, but coming from Ore dila- 
, doth blow warm ? 

% Anfw. The Reafon of either explains both. When we 


breath wich an open Mouth, immediately from our Lungs 
there is a great deal of Breath refpires at once 5 and 
therefore being much, the external Air, has aot power to 
cool it immediately ; but by blowing when the Lips are 
almoft comraéted, the little Breath that is emitted, is Im- 
mediately cool’'d by the External Air; defides, it comes 
rather from the Mouth than che Lungs, which is not fo 
hota place. Thar the reafon of this Change Is by the 
outward Air, is evident, for from the fame biaft you'll 
find the nearer your Mouth, the warmer it feels. 

Queft. <. What is the Reafon of thofe Blajfts, or Trade 
Winds in the Indies, which blow one balf. the Year one way, 
and the other baif tbe otbrr? ‘ 

An{w.We look wpon this Queftion to be as difficult as any 
yet fent us, aud the reafon why we anfwer'd it not before 
now, was, that we might make our Ingniries into the 
Nature cod Scituation of thote places, and other chings, 
which confider’d, we now anfwer, That the Sun 
is fo flrong and violent in the Indits, efpecially. for half 
the Year, that if Nature by means of fuch heat did not 
procure a Remedy,the Place would be uninhabitable: The 
Remedy is this, that the heat of the Earth, and rarefaction 
of the Air, draw Rain from the Neighbouring Seas, as 
the Sun does, and alfo condens’d and grofs Air filled with 
Clouds, which the Winds agitate about, are more eafily 
difcharg’d, when they find a Climate where the Air is fo 
rarified, that it is not able to bear them up. 

This perhaps may be che natural Reafon, thatin the 
Month of 7uly, when the heat is moft violent there, the 
Rain does certainly begin to fall, continuing fix Months 
together, and as we are inform’d, in the horreft places 
they begin the fooneft, as along the Coaft of Coromandel, 
the Ifle of Ceilaz, which begin a Month fooner than 
thofe at Malabar, by reafon the Summer begins the foon- 
er there. 

Alfo we are informed, that the Sea and Wind, go al- 
ways the fame way, the Sea flowing back again South- 
ward about Oéfeber, at which time the Northern Winds 
begins to blow. - 

Now this being premis’d, that heat produceth Raln, 
every ont knows that Rain produces Winds, and then it fol- 
lows, That the Winds muft continue to blow one way, 
being comprefs'd by the Rain,which alfo continues for fuch 
atime, being for that time alfo drawn by Heart, which is 
moft cafily difcharg'd in rarified Air. 

Bur perhaps this may be a better reafon: The Sun going 
towards one of the Poles, caufes a Change in the divetiton of 
the Earths Axu, and a depreffion in the Pole on that fide, 
then the other Pole muft needs be rais’d, and confequentl 
the Seaand Air being two fluid Bodies, are affected with 
this Inclination, which alfo recline when the Sun recurns 
towards che other Pole. 

¥rom this reafon, (becaufe we have had many more 
Queftions fent us about the flax and reflux of the Sea) we 
fhall cake notice, that perhaps naturally there ought to be 
but two oppofite flaxts of the Sea, one from the: fide of 
the Pole Artick, the other from that of the Antartigue ; 
and if there was but one costinutd Sea from Pole to Pole, 
the Fluxes would be regular as they are io the Indies, but 
fuch regularity is now hindred by interception of Land, 
which impede, break and vary their Courfe ; but as thefe 

Remarks are partly grounded upon fome Obfervations 
made in a Voyage to Indostan, fo we leave them to be im- 
proved or ceniured by the 
Queft. 6. Is the Earth or Water the colder Element ? 
Anfw. The Earth and Water make up but one Globe, and 
therefore Naturally would be all of a Coldnefs. The Que- 
ftion is too general ro have a particular Solution: Some 
Eon of the Earth and Waters are more fubje& to the 
ower of che Sun than others, and fome parts of the Earth 
more than others. If the 9scriff means here nearet home, 


as the River Thames at Gretnwich, and the Meadows aboar 
it ; (for we can’t fuppofe it in London, becaufe that Trade 
and Houfes have alrer’d the Nature of the Earth:)} “Ip 
this laft fuppofition we muft alfo fuppofe a Foot :depth ar 
leaft from the Surface of both, to be free from the Effeéts 
of the Air, arid then we fee no abfurdity in affirming an 

of T t, although we grant char we 
fhail be more fenfible of the Waters cold, but that is from 
its flsidity and rarity, being thereby qualified to make an 
¢afier penetration into the Pores of our Bodies. 


Queft. 7. Where is the Original of the River Nile, and 
through what places does it pafs to come into Aigypt ? 

Anfw. Allour Maps with Ptolowy place tt a good way 
beyond the Aiquinottial, but erroneoufly, if we may be- 
lieve the Ingenious Monfieur Tavernitr, who as his Curiofi- 
ty was great in this particular, fohis Aids, and the Ad. 
vantages he had of facisfaétion were cxtraordinary 5 his 
his very Words (as Tranflated) are thefe —+—I bave al- 
ready faid in another place, that at the time when the twe 
Embaffadors of Ethiopia were at Dehli, my Aga Danech- 
mend-han, who is extraordinarily Curious, fent often for 
them, to inform bim{elf in my Prejence of the Condition and 
Government of their Country; and one day amongft other 
things we occafioned them to Difcourfe of rhe Sourfe of the 
Nile, which they call Abbalile, whereof they fpake to us as 
a thing fo known, that no body doubt of it, and where onto 
thefe Senge and a Mogolian that was return’d wit 
bim out of Aithiopia had been in Perfon; they told, thatit 
takes sts Origin in the Country of the Agans, and iffueth out 
of the Earth at big bubbling Springs near one another, which 
form a fmall Lake of about 30 07 40 Paces long; that at the 
coming out of this Lake it is then already a pretty River, 
and from place to place receiveth other Rivers which enlarge 
it: They added, that it runs bending, and forming a great 
Penninfole, and that after feveral Caffala’s from Steep Rocks, 
it falls into a great Lake, whichis not above 4 or ¢ days 
ournty from its Sourfe inthe Country of Dumbia or Dem- 
ja, 3 little days Fourney from Gonder, the Metropolis i 
Aithiopia, thot having traverfed that Lake, it iffueth thence 
fwell’d with alt the Waeers that fall there —— paffeth thré 
Sonnar, the principal City of the King of of Funges or Ba- 
baris, Tributary to the King of A&chiopia, running on and 
making the Catara&s, and fo extring inte the Plains of 

Mefler, which is Zgypt-—— 
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tr HE Supplement tc the Firft Volume of the A:benian Gazazeite 
i (ts juft now publith’d) containing the Tranfaétions and 
Experiments of the Foreign Verturf’s: As alfo their In- 
genious Conferences upon many Nice and ‘ urious Queftions. To 
which is added an Acceunt of the Defign and Scope of moftof the 
confiderable Books Printed ai/ Languages, and of the Quality of the 
Authot,if known. The whole being a Tra: {lation of what is moftrare 
and valuable; in the Paris Fowrngl des Scavans, the Ads Erudisornm 
Lipfie, the Univerfat Hifterical Bibliotheque, and in the New Book, 
Entituled, Ew Tredliens Seriences & Galamies, &c. publith’d for the 
improving of Natwral, Moral, and Divine Knowledge, as is fpecified 
in the Preface to thefe Papers, and ufe of thefe Foreign Vertuolo’s, 
which faid Preface gives the Reader a full Account of this Defign,—= 
Price 1s, Sold at the Reven in the Powlsrey, where is to be had the 
Firft Volume of the Athenian Gazzene, beginning March 17th. and 
ending May 30th. 1691. (or fingle ones to this time.) 

We defign to add the Contents of cach Supp/ement to that 
betical Table we have promifed at the end of every Year, that fo by 
the help of this Genera! Table our Querifts may prefently find any 
Queftion or Subje& they havea mind to confule, eisher in our Week- 
ly Meicuries, or Sepplemantal Volumes 3 and therefre to render out 
Undertaking thus ferviceable to the Reader, we thall print the Supple- 
ment to each Volame of our Athenian Gazeite on the fame Papet 
with our Weekly Mercuries, that fo they may bind up with ’em. 

In this Suplementa! Volume we have Printed that tull Account of | 
our Arbenan Prejed which we have fo often promifed to the World: 
And that n0 Man may be ignorant of what out whole Uadoriahine ity’ 
pA thall again Prin: the fame Account in our next Saturdays Met- 

We have received fevera! Queftions lat Weck that ave already aft- 
fwer’d in our Firft Volume. 

Many of the Ingenious Queftions which we have reeeis’d ths 
Week, ave anfwer’d in this Supplement now recited, and fome of e@ 
are alfo anfwer’d in our Firft Volume. 
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